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deep regret that I have heard of the serious communal dis-
turbances which have recently occurred in several places irf the
province. It is my earnest prayer that these differences may be
composed. I look to you, gentlemen, the natural leaders of the
two communities, to leave no stone unturned to secure a better
mutual understanding. With your superior enlightenment
and experience and your wider outlook, a sacred obligation rests
on you to dispel doubts, to soothe embittered feelings with
sympathetic advice, to remove causes of friction and to instil
mutual tolerance among those who do not possess the advantages
you enjoy; and in this task I know you can rely to the fullest
measure on the assistance of Sir William Harris and the officers
of his government. The effect of communal dissension is not
confined to the suffering and disaster it produces in the area
where it is manifested. Its malign influence has a wider import.
It stifles all hopes of political progress among the people. It
saps the forces of national life, for it tends to deny the existence
of a common public weal or of common effort in co-operation
for a single purpose.

The term of your first Legislative Council has drawn to a
close. It can claim a substantial measure of achievement during
this period. Among the several important legislative measures
which have been passed I notice as deserving of special mention
the Allahabad University Act, the Act for the control of Second-
ary Education, the Oudh Rent Act and the District Boards Act.
I wish to congratulate the Legislative Council on its good sense
and wise judgment in rejecting the proposal for withdrawal from
the Empire Exhibition. I know that the Province has suffered
from financial stringency; and it is greatly to the credit of
the administration that with the support of the Legislature it
has been able to effect economy by reducing expenditure while
at the same time additional revenue by new taxation has been
secured for the beneficent activities of Government. The
efficiency of the administration has in this manner suffered no
diminution. Meanwhile measures for the improvement of the
welfare of the people have not stood still; and among these I
may mention that steady progress has been made with the
important Sarda Canal scheme, which I understand is the largest
proj ect of this nature undertaken in these Provinces for many years.

Before I close let me take you back to the year 1899, when
the last Viceregal Durbar was held at Lucknow. Dwell with me
for a moment on the position of India and her people then and
her position now. Then, though the seeds of representative